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SAN DIEGO, Calif.

Two eminent philosophers will cooperate in a series

of classroom exchange s between themselves and students on various aspects of
the question of freedom vs. authority.
The twelve-session course will run from June 23 to August 1, meeting
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6 to 9:15 P.M. at the USO College for Men.
Led by the Rev. William L. Shipley, PhD, chairman of the University of
San Diego department of philosophy, and John W. Swanke, PhD, associate professor of philosophy, the class is designed for a three-way interchange of
views.
Father Shipley said, "One third of every session will be directed toward
criticism and exchange b.etween myself and Dr. Swanke, and the students and
each other.
"We hope that a majority of those taking the course will be average
persons with feelings about the modern world, and not just students taking
it for credit.

Their views, objections and personal cases and problems are

an essential part of the format.
"This is not a prearranged discourse, with one philosopher feeding points
.. to the other," stated Dr. Swanke.

''We shall speak from our own stand-point

)

and from those of the philosophers we will use in support of our individual
positions."
"Dr. Swanke and I wi 11 not necessarily agree, 11 Father -Ship-ley added.
"In fact we know many areas where we do not agree now."
Father Shipley will bring in the modern philosophies of Hans Kung, Karl
Rabner and John Courtney Murray.

Dr. Swanke will call on the philosophers

of the analytical and existentialist schools.
Problems the class will face on a personal basis, said the two professors,
include the nature of freedom and of authority, and if modern man has outgrown the need for law.

Other sessions will concern what a person means when

says, "I've got my rights"and ask if there is a limit on freedom set by society.
Also open to discussion are questions on obedience to authority or to
sonscience, leadership as authority, civil rights vs. authority, teaching as
oppo&ed to indoctrination, whether cooperation is capitulation to coercion,
and if freedom and authority indeed do conflict.
The course will be offered for credit but is open for non-credit
students on a special reduced fee. jb/6/6/69
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